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TOP NEWS 


PRESIDENT 
URGED END 
TO INQUIRY 


Trump pressured 
top Republicans to 
halt Senate’s probe 
on Russian inter- 
ference. A4 


Chill overtakes 
U.S.-U.K. ties 
Trump’s tweets of 
anti-Muslim vid- 
eos strain historic 
alliance. A4 


Pope demands 
Myanmar action 
Francis says exodus 
of Rohingyas must 
be addressed. A5 


Rare quake 
hits East Coast 
Temblor centered 
near Dover, Del., 
but could be felt in 
D.C., New York. A4 


Storm season 
is best-tracked 
Hurricanes of 2017 
were brutal, but 
we knew where 
they would hit. A5 


LOCAL NEWS 


Counties sue 
opioid makers 
Wave of lawsuits 
is part of effort 

to recoup costs of 
health crisis. B1 


Elder abuse 
panel forming 
Gov. Dayton wants 
Legislature’s eye 
on issue after Star 
Tribune series. B1 


SPORTS 


Rhodes awaits 
Falcons’ Jones 
Vikings’ top cor- 
nerback ready for 
showdown with 
top receiver. C1 


Wild tops Vegas 
with late surge 
Jonas Brodin, Eric 
Staal lead rally in 
4-2 victory. C1 


BUSINESS 


Dow index rips 
past 24,000 
The run-up, led by 
Minnesota stocks, 
was tied to hopes 
of tax reform. D1 


VARIETY 


An eager debut 
at Jingle Ball 
Stillwater teen will 
finally get a chance 
as his boy band 
takes stage. E1 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD? 

Jim Nabors, who 
played a naive and 
sweet-tempered 
Marine as TV's Pvt. 


Gomer Pyle, died 
at 87. A2 


OUR NEW SPORTS SLOGAN: 
THE STATE OF VOLLEYBALL 


50° 2 31° 


Enjoy last heat wave 
before big chill hits. B6 
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Late snags cast doubt on tax bill 


Senate delays vote; 


By ERICA WERNER and MIKE 
DEBONIS * Washington Post 


WASHINGTON - The GOP’s 
fast-moving effort to overhaul 
the tax code hit an unexpected 
roadblock Thursday evening, 
with the collapse of a plan to 
win over recalcitrant lawmak- 
ers with a promise to limit the 
impact of the legislation on the 
federal deficit. 

Senate leaders, who had 


“trigger” deal to stop big, tax-cut fueled deficits collapses. 


hoped to vote to pass the over- 
haul by late Thursday night, 
instead sent lawmakers home 
and began to search for a new 
way to offset the cost of the 
legislation. They are looking 
to win the support of several 
senators, including Sen. Bob 
Corker, R-Tenn., who has led 
a small group of colleagues 
in demanding that the bill’s 
$1.5 trillion tax cut not drive 
up the nation’s debt. 


The scramble was the result 
of two successive setbacks 
that Senate Republicans suf- 
fered Thursday as they moved 
toward a vote. First, the Joint 
Tax Committee, Congress’ non- 
partisan scorekeeper, reported 
that the tax bill would not gen- 
erate nearly as much economic 
growth over the next 10 years 
as Republicans had expected. 
As aresult, the nation’s deficit 
would be $1 trillion higher. 


Then, the Senate parlia- 
mentarian ruled that a Corker- 
backed proposal to automati- 
cally raise taxes in the future 
if Republican expectations of 
higher growth did not materi- 
alize was not consistent with 
Senate rules. 

While most of the GOP 
would have been happy to 
move on and pass the bill, 
Corker stood his ground and 

See TAX on A6> 


Senate scrambles 


The holdup: Analysts said the 
bill would add $1 trillion to 
the deficit, a concern for sev- 
eral senators. Also a “trigger” 
in the bill designed to guard 
against deficits was deter- 
mined to violate Senate rules. 


What’s next: Efforts to pass 
the bill will resume today. 


Wide-ranging effects 


Bill touches everything from 
health care to education. A6 


Train derails the commute 


Loose lid on rail utility box blamed for 8-hour disruption in Mpls. 
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MARK VANCLEAVE « mark.vancleave @startribune.com 
Metro Transit workers set up jacks to help shift the derailed Blue Line car back onto the tracks Thursday in downtown Minneapolis. 


By TIM HARLOW ° tim.harlow@startribune.com 


A loose lid on a rail utility box is sus- 


turyLink building and U.S. Bank Plaza. 


A three-car westbound Blue 


pected of causing a light-rail train to derail 
Thursday in downtown Minneapolis, forc- 
ing Metro Transit to halt service between 
Target Field Station and U.S. Bank Stadium 
for more than eight hours. 

No one was injured in the derailment, 
the third in Metro Transit history for trains 


Through the day, the scene attracted hun- 
dreds of passersby who stopped to gawk 
and take photos. 

No major damage to the train, the track 
or overhead power lines was reported, and 
replacement buses shuttled passengers to 
light-rail stations all day. 


Line train buckled (under the 
skyway connecting the 
Century Link building and 
U.S. Bank Plaza) after losing 
power just after 11 a.m. 


Fifth Street 
_ Towers 


Mpls. 


in service. As the evening rush hour came 
and went, downtown trains remained out 
of commission. Around 7 p.m., the derailed 
westbound Blue Line train was placed back 
on the tracks, and after a final inspection, 
trains began moving again about 7:35 p.m. 

The three-train car jumped the tracks on 


Preliminary indications are that the lead 
car passed over an insecure lid on a rail 
access box — a shoe-size utility box that 
houses electrical equipment — during rou- 
tine maintenance and jostled it loose, then 
the wheels on the second car got stuck, said 
Metro Transit spokesman Drew Kerr. 


Pot use 
approved 
for autism, 
sleep apnea 


State Health Department 
adds them to treatment 
list for medical marijuana. 


By JEREMY OLSON 
jeremy.olson@startribune.com 


Minnesotans with autism 
and obstructive sleep apnea 
will be able to use medical 
marijuana starting next July 
to manage their conditions, 
the state Health Department 
announced Thursday. 

Health Commissioner Dr. 
Ed Ehlinger announced the 
additions following a state and 
public citizen review of medi- 
cal research. Minnesota now 
permits medical marijuana for 
B conditions, including chronic 
pain and Tourette syndrome, 
and is the fourth state to specifi- 
cally approve the use for autism, 
a developmental disorder. 

Advocates this year had 
requested the addition of 10 
conditions, including anxi- 
ety and dementia. Ehlinger 
selected autism and apnea 
due to “increasing evidence 
for potential benefits.” 

“Any policy decisions about 
cannabis are difficult due to 
the relative lack of published 
scientific evidence,” the com- 
missioner said in a statement. 

Thursday’s announcement 
caused tears of joy for Victo- 
ria Grancarich, whose son has 
severe autism. He had become 
increasingly violent toward 
himself and others, she said, 
and beat his own head so badly 
that he needed three hospital- 
izations last winter. Grancar- 
ichsaid her son, who is nonver- 
bal, appeared to be experienc- 


S. 5th Street between 2nd and 3rd avenues S. Light-rail derailments have been 2 ing extreme pain and other dis- 
shortly after 11 a.m. It buckled and came to unusual since the Blue Line began service y comfort that existing autism 
rest under the skyway connecting the Cen- See DERAIL on A10 > h medications didn’t treat. 
See POT on A10 > 
: CABINET SHUFFLE? F k f 
White House has a plan ranken confronts a new 
REX TILLERSON 
e e e e e 
to jettison Rex Tillerson sety | complaint, calls to resign 
on the way out 

CIA director would be of the president on national within several By MAYA RAO and JENNIFER Crowley of New York, the 
named secretary of state. security, according to the weeks, Trump BROOKS * Star Tribune staff chairman of the House Dem- 


By PETER BAKER and MAGGIE 
HABERMAN ¢ New York Times 


WASHINGTON - The White 
House has developed a plan 
to force out Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson, whose relation- 
ship with President Donald 
Trump has been strained, and 
replace him with CIA Director 
Mike Pompeo, perhaps within 
the next few weeks, adminis- 
tration officials said Thursday. 

Pompeo would be replaced 
atthe CIA by Sen. Tom Cotton, 
R-Ark., who has been a key ally 


White House plan. Cotton has 
signaled that he would accept 
the job, said the officials, who 
insisted on anonymity. 

It was not immediately clear 
whether Trump had given final 
approval to the plan developed 
by John Kelly, the White House 
chief of staff, but the president 
has been said to have soured 
on Tillerson and in general is 
ready to make a change at the 
State Department. Tillerson 
was at the White House on 
Thursday twice for meetings, 
but neither the president nor 

See SHUFFLE on Al0 > 


advisers said. 


The current 

) ClAdirector,a 
| trusted Trump 
ally, could be 
tapped to suc- 


If Pompeo 
moves up,. the 
Y Arkansas GOP 
senator could 
take over the 


spy agency. 


WASHINGTON - The Sen- 
ate Ethics Committee for- 
mally launched an investiga- 
tion into Sen. Al Franken on 
Thursday, hours after another 
woman said the Minnesota 
senator groped her. 

As allegations mounted 
against Franken, several fel- 
low Democratic members of 
Congress said Thursday that 
he should resign. Rep. Joe 


Conyers won’t back down 
Michigan Democrat resists 
Pelosi's call to resign. A4 


ocratic Caucus, and Rep. Tim 
Ryan of Ohio said separately 
that it’s time for Franken to go. 
“These are credible alle- 
gations, and I believe these 
women,” Ryan tweeted, in ref- 
erence to allegations against 
both Franken and U.S. Rep. 
John Conyers of Michigan, 
also a Democrat. Franken so 
far has resisted calls to resign, 
instead supporting the Ethics 
See FRANKEN on A10 > 


Barton to retire 
Naked pictures lead Texas 
GOPer to step aside. A4 
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